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ABORIGINES. 8

Report of the Mission to the Aborigines at Lake Macquarie, New South Wales.

To Tue Hoxoranue,
Tue Covroxniarn Sgcrarry, &c. &c. &c.
LEpexezER, Lake Macauarie, New Sovid Wares,

December 30, 1837,
Sir,

The period having arrived in which I am directed by the Right Honorable the Scere-
tary of State for the Colonial Department annually to report progress, it would afford me
greater pleasure could a more favorable statement be presented, consistently with truth,

respecting the Aborigines than the one now submitted for the year 1837.

The disappearance of so many of the Blacks latterly in this Bistrict, induced me to
address aletter to His Excellency the Governor stating the circumstance, and requesting
the loan of the official returns of the Black Natives throughout the Colony, for the
years 1825, 1836, and 1837, in order to ascertain whether the decrease was merely localj
or gencral, and then to consider if better measures could be devised, than those at present
adopted, to make more effective my employment amongst the Aborigines. Two modes'v
of proceeediug presented themselves, namely ; to remove to a more populous part of the ‘
Colony, as respects the Bl.nc-ks; or, to alter my original plan of procecedings, on which [_
have hitherto acted, to suit the exigencies of the Mission. His Exeellency was pleased
to favour me with the Oflicial Documents from which a tolerably correct general return
of the éborigim?s within the four Divisions of the Colouy has been compiled, and is
attached to this Report. It appears clearly from the Returns, that the decrease of the
Black Population is not local and temporary, Bx1t, geueral and annual.  The returns shew
that the greatest portion of the Aborigines is found in this North and North-west District.
of the Colony, the majority being within my sphere of action, whilst their language differs
not materially from the Dialect in which [ have wade some progress. Such being the
casc, it seemed preferable not to remove, but rather to suspend the translating for the
present, and endeavour to render available to the Natives the works which are finished,

and have been been mentioned in last year’s report.

it
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g 10 be very gratifying to possess printed capies ot the Four Gospels, and the
L wou € vory Sriy s L. .
ally contemplated, previous to any attempt 2t oral ivstraction being ex-

Acts as origin o . -
= crease of the Biacks, and the conviction

tensively made ; but the unexpected great de Blg .
that a further advance in the knowledge of their tougue will improve the travslation,
< Q

] 3 o atie Al “- . s
econcile to the post-ponement of an application to “The British and Foreign Bible
reconcile : 0s
Spciety” for aid to print, until some future per
. b the inspired Epistles, which are “ The Com-

when it may be found necessary to

furnish the objects of our attention wit

N ey ond 0 o d the sole rule of life for our conduct. Having therefore,
mandments ol inc Lora, ” and o soie Il g ,

deliberately considered the peculiar state of affaivs, the ouly course that appears suitable

i v vrle ol 4 e dieEr? } R R .

to the pressing occasion is, for me ¢ T'o do the work of on Evangelist” in visiting the

neighbouring districts during the ensuing vear, and endeavour to mect at stated periods,
(=] = v

. : H L A o e iy N HY 1t vietntie v T
or, as occasion scrves, the various Tribes at Port Stephen and its vicinities, the returns

of which contain about 500 Blacks ; Hunter's River and its Dependencies, having about
300 ; and other contignous Tribes consisting of about 200 more, with whose dialeet T am
acquainted and orally teach them ““The first Principles of the Oracles of God.”  The
dialect of the Tribes to the Southward, being different to those of the Northward, the
Southern district is not contemplated in the present itinerant arrangement, A cireum-
stance occurred recently which induees me to hope that the attemypt may not preve in
vain in thelr behalf. At all events no possible loss of Lime or labour can arise, shonld

diappointments ensue on the part of the Aborigines, but good may result, situated as we

g
are amongst 5o wany of our vwn countrymeu who do not refuse to have dispensed unto
them and their dependents, “The words of Life.”  An nuforeseen event occasioncd my
visiting Maitland last mouth, and Leing requested to preach at Morpeth, 1 subsequently
met at Hinton, the junction of the River Hunter aud Paterson, a small ‘Fribe of Blacks,

who exhibited much surprise at being addressed in their own tongue.  After a number

of conjectures v conclude : T .
Jectures, they concluded that the speaker must Le the person of whom M*Gill the

Aborigine had spolen, and they appeared to be apprised of the nature of my pursuits.
After some conversation they were requested 1o attend again at the same pl‘ﬂCC on the
next full Moon, 1o hear of < Phe Chicfof Chicfs"” whose dwu]l'mg isin Heaven.” Whether
the refusal to aceede to (heir solicitation for money to driuk may prevent the fulfilment
oftheir promise to assemble, the event .

i must determine, [ trgst also to be enabled to
visit Port Steplien

and surroundi istricts eaprlv
sinila ; rounding districts carly in the next vear, to make if possible
Tarraneemonts with othier tellioe . o *

g nts with other tribes y could my Aboriginal assistant be induced to act
3t . . = bs U R ey K ¢
with propricty, and accompany me in such cflorts, (]¢

2

ik : . result might be more pleasing, but
Jike Brainard's in America ° pleasing, 7

Iy most usef Tl
2t chul Aborigine is the most intemperate in driok.

Years of painfull Y,
ose application bave been

sacriticed to the injury of my sight and

ig o acquire a k - s of e .
acquire a knowledge of (he Native lunguage, with a view ulti-

mately
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3
mately of pursuing the same course, which at this juncture it becomes necessary ime-
diately to adopt, to save if possible "the feeble remaius of the Native Tribes.  The nume-.
rous disappointments, and pecuniary losses to my family avising from the peculiar nature
of my employment during the period necessary to be spent in qualifying for such engage-
ments, havealso severely exercised my mind: Bven now, we can only endeavour ¢ In
patience to possess our souls,” and hope almost against hope that ¢ In due season we
shall reap if we fuint not.””  The present decreasing state of the Aborigines, whilst it
urges promptness in our measures, presents a far from pleasing prospect for Missionary
enterprise, their speedy annihilation being certain, unless it please God quickly to accom-
puaoy with the influence of his Holy Spirit the means used of his own appointment to
cave them.  But how shall they believe in him of whom they have not bheard? and how

shall they hear without a preacher?

During this year one casc ouly has arisen for Trial in the Supreme Court, the which
T attended as tnterpreter, * Wombarty” an Aborigine, belonging to the luterior, near
Port Macquarie, was charged with being concerned in the murder of four Europeans.
The Court humanely appointed Counsel for the prisoner, and 1 visited the culprit in goal
to ascertain his defence. The dialeet spoken by him being different, 1 could only elicit
through the means of niy assistant Black, M‘Gill, and be communicated partly through
another Black belonging to Port Macquarie, who was under confineiment at the time, It
appeared from his disclosure that the muarder was committed by a strange Tribe which
he named, be lookimg on, in revenge, for two Blacks who were confined in a Lock up-
house, charged with spearing and slaughtering cattle 3 that the Tribes were collecting
for the purpose of furtber retaliation on.the Whites, but, that be, ouly partook of the
spoil.  His Excellency the Governor was immediately apprised of the movements likely
to take place in that District, that means might be adopted to secure the lives of the un~
protected.  We thus ascertained the committal of a dreadful murder by parties named,
clicited the occasion of such a murder, and discovered designs for further atrocites ; but,
when the same means ol futerpreting were tendered in open Court, the Black could not
be sworn with myscll s assistunt interpreter, and ultimately the prisoner was discharged.
Thus that just and cquitable principle which declares that ¢ The Aborigines are subject
to aud under the protection of British  Law,” becomes a mere Legal Fiction, in conse-
quence of meaus vot being duly provided to meet the case, and afford Legal protection
to its subjeets in its own Courts; and thus the strictuess of the administration of the
Law becomes the height of injustice to all. It canuot be denied that our circumstances,
as a Civilized People in connection with these Aboriginal Barbarians were never con-
templated by the British Constitution, but, it remains to be ascertained, whether this

Age
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Age of Tatellcet wil I)POVMC a suitable remedy o some spectlic enactiment, or, sufl
vengeance for

but by

year after year, the Aborigines fo be frittered away from the Land by private
injuries publicly sustained ; which injuries the Executive at present cannot punish
the horrors of Martial Law ! Surely it is a matter worthy the prompt attention of Legis-
lators belonging to a professed Christian Nution, lest there be found ¢ Thoese who shcni

A gl remen
. Doy (5 I O
innocent blood,” and our ¢ Heavens become brass, and our Barth won, and tne i O

our Jand be made powder and dust,” through the voice of a Brother’s blood crving aloud
for vengeance unto God. The very weakuess ol the Blacks, forms nahic
strongest appeal to Justice, nor should Equity forget the price of the Land of theiv birth
which fills the coffers of our Bxcheqguer with Gold, exalts Dritain awongst the nations,
and establishes her Colonies in the destruction of the Native Tnbiabitants thereol, and thus
presents a powerful claim to the tender sympathies of our Christian Churliics; whilst
the certainty of Legal punishment to the guilty, would sayve the innovent, < Be a terror to
evil doers,” and ultimately prevent the increase of erime.  Under present circumstances
the guilty escape,”and human justice can only annovuuce the Law as it exists, which bars
the door of Eqnity against the Blacks, aud leaves them to pablic vengeance, or, to the
private revenge of injured Europeans, which steady to its purpose, will sarcly, seerctiy,

and speedily anuihilate the Aborigines from the face of this laud.

Generally speaking, however, there is a kindly feeling, & friendly disposition, mani-
fested towards the Blacks by the Colonists, and muany of the oui-stations prove places of
refuge in cases of danger, whilst other statious are dreaded on aceount of the alleged
barbarity and violence inflicted ou the Aborigines. A Black refused to conduct a Buropean
to oncof such suspected stations, stating that he might be shot, as many of his countrymen
had been, without any provocation on their parts.  Dut aggressions of the most irritating
nature have been committed by the Blacks in the futerior, in destroving cattle, and in the
destruction of Human Life, and a severe retribntion has been made, But, the mode of
sarrounding a herd of catlle, the slanghtering of the Leasts, the preserving of the flesh by
smoke, and the plaiting of whips from the bides, were the lessons of o conviet stockman ;
and under such tutors, so numcrously scattered amoungst the Tribes in the lutecor, it is
not marvellous that they becanie adept pupils in such arts. Upwards of eighty were shot

in retaliation for this affajr,

In acc i . e erres . . . .
ounting for the very great decrease in the Black Population, it unhappily occurs
that the very ae - e 3 . . ..
he very meaus used by many to express their kindly feeling towards the Aborigines,

tends 1 sstructi ., . . . -
nds to thcir dcsllucnon, namecly—supplying their wants with ardent spirits, as the
age 3t acoee i . i N N .

wages most acceptable for any little service which they arc often reguired to peeform.
Ihus a thirst is created for more; they are then wrged on to maddening Intoxication,

the
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5
the besetting sin of this Colouy, too often to the loss of Human Life, A determination,
from the formation of this Mission, not to adopt the prevalent practice, may be assigued
asa putent reason why the Missionary Establishment is least likely to become the favourite
resort of the misguided Aborigines in their Pagan state—Divine authority forbidding to
“ Do evil, that good may come.” The mortifying circumstance of the frequent desertion
of the few Aborigines left alive, from this station, must be borne with patience, in the
exercise of just and conscientious principles.  We are responsible for the means we
employ—ive are not for success,  Avother cause ol decrease amongst the Tribes, may be
traced to the swelling tide of Emigration which has universally swallowed up the petty
streams of Barbarism, and the Aborizines have geverally been cither driven back to the
Porests by force of arms, or, have become amulgamated with the o verpowering people
Replenish, :mdl Subdue the Barth,” | s Colouy, local ciream-
stances have occasioned the total dc‘stx'nctiou ol the Blacks within its limits to be less
rapul, but , not more ultimately certain than when martial force has Dbeen employed.
The vo-watrimonial state of the thousands of Mule prisoners scattered throughout the
country aidst females, though ol another colour, Teads them by force, fraud, or, bribery,
to witiidraw the Aboriginal women from theiv own proper mates, and disease and death
are the uwsual consequences of such proceedings, The official eeturn (rom one district
gives ouly freo weomen to twenty-cight men, two bovs, but no Girls ¥ The continued ill-
treatment and frequent slaaghter of the Black women can only be deplored, perhaps
without remedy. One Black of the nuwber sentenced to work in irons at Goat Island,
Liad previously shot several females and chopped in picces others with his tomahawl.
Ou bis return from confivement Le jomed his Tribe, sat with them around a fire in the
Bushy, scized a womaun, was about to despateh her, when o Black started up aund cleft bis
shkall with a hatchet, whilst another was bovied in his heart, Frequently have T noticed
in the retributions which have taken place amongst the Aborigines the fulfilment of that
Divine ‘decrce, which declares © ¢ Your blood of vour lives will [ require, at the band of
every man's Drother will | orequire the lile of Man.”  Of the surviving culprits it is
pleasing, and not irvelative, to staie, that no depredations have been committed by them
ou Luropenus sinee their release from irons in Goat Island, for which release they are in-
debted to the humane consideration of His Excelleney the Governor Sir Richard Bourke,
The severity of their punishment, which necessity requived, was such to them, that

several dicd whilst under coulinement on the Island.

The last, but not the least, cause to mention, as occasioning the rapid diminution of

Fosve vy
I
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the abongines ol s rerritonry, is fian, and pot con-

fined to the dimits of the Colony. Hewho @ luercaseth the uation,” or, < Destroys that

there
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Hooping

there shall be no Inhabitant,” has visited the Land; and the Measles, the
cough, and the Influcnza, have stretehed the Black vietins in hundreds en the carth, nntily
in some places, scarcely a Tribe can be found.  Of one large Tribe in the Interior, four
years since, there were 164 persons, there are now only three individuaals alive'! Many
sufferered from theire of Human vengeance, for alleged acts of aggression, but, the most
died by the act of God. At our lormer residence on the Lake, upwards of Sixty Blacks
lic mouldering into dust, of whom many were destroved by the effects of licentiousness,

but, more by the epidemic of the time,

The Providence of God baving hitherto sustained az amidst many discouragements,
throngh Evil report and Good veport, in humble, but firm, dependence on his opening a
door of usefuluess, aud a small remnant of the Abovigines being vet preserved, to whom
the glad tidings of zood things may be veported, we can only hope, © That a little one
shall become a thousand, aud a small one a strong nation,” and that, ¢ The Lovd will

hasten it in due season,”

Having thus codeavoured faith{elly to report the afluirs of the Mission to the Abo-
rigines, and stated the plan of operations for the cnsning vear, which the present
exigencies regnire in order to carry into eflect the benevolent intentions of the British
Government towards the Blacles; it is, with the highest assurance of respeet, hoped, that
the abject statcof the decrcasing Aborigines of the Colonics may not be forgotten in the

Cld

considerations and gracions sympathies of fler Majosty cen. w ]
{ I gracions sympathies of Her Majesty the Qu 5, whose reign, may the

Almighty God, prolong, bless, protec cor i :
ghty g, bless, protect, and govern to 3 ot
o1 o, A1 , g the happincss of the nation, and her

-own Royal Person, to the Glory of God, and (o the peace aud good will of Al
I have the honor to subscribic myself]
Yourmost Obedient Humhle Servant
2

LANCELOT EDVWARD THRELKELD.
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An ABSTRACT £y Lo (Va1 o .
Jrom the Oficial General Keturis of the Bluck Nualives, laken atf the

Amnval Distribution of the Goverament Donation of Blankels {o each Tribe, within the

Joar Divisions of the Cuolony, Jor the years 1835, 1836, 1837.

. ] Men, Women, and Children.
FoRonth and Sonth-western District, from Sydney to Twofold Bay
juclusive, o Returns

FE3 )
.. .« . o I a0 ¥
2o Western Ristviet, Bathurst, Welliugton Valley, 1 Retarn 127
3. Narth and North-western Districet, fron Sydney to Port Macquarie
inclnsive, 10 Returns 20 @a 6a oo =2 s oo - 1220
Lo Home Distriet, Syduey aud Windsor ioclusive, 8 Retnrns . L 325
Sunetotal of 24 Retaens in 1835 .. .. .. Individuals 2094
Men. Women, Boys, Girls, Total
Je55—Description of Persons, from 24 Retorns .. 604 631 291 217 2094
FeG—Ditto ditio 15 ditte L. 727 461 225 169 1528
187 —Ditto ditto 6 ditto .. 735 4534 105 147 1531
PROPORTION OF SEXES, INCLUDING CHILDREN.
1635—01 2081 Persons, there were 70 Females to 100 Males.
HoO—0f 1582 ditto 66 ditto 100
1857 —00 1531 ditto 04 ditto 100
Decrease of Females in two vears, 15 per cent. !
Men. Womun. Boys. Girls. Total.
= [rom 11 Returns of the most populons Districts,
there were, in 18435 P 4 15 405 196 136 1272
From the same 11 Districts, in 1837 .. 538 343 154 120 1155

Deerease n two vears .. .. .. L. . 62 42 16 117

NUMBER OF ADULT MALES, OF TIE SUPPOSED AGES;

(the Women's are not returned.)

| 10 >“f§5“ ‘ 90 to 0 | 30 to 40 | 40 te 50 | 50 to GO | GO to 70 | 70 to 8O
w2 -
IR35—O0 850 Adule Males, from
5 X p 5 [y) —
R “L‘tl]r])ﬁ, there were .. .. g9 .“H k;’l() ]()O 83 i_i
1R36G-—OF G332 ditto, 1D returny, 74 1-)(3}‘ 31'1’ 8(] ’ 49 10 'g
1857 —00 702 ditto, 6 returns, 120 255 193 | G5 l [

* The Retarns nat being complete sets, only eleven were fonnd to corvespond for the years 1835 and 1837,
L. B, THRELKELD,
Decewber 30, 1837,

Dteport

Digitised and Transcribed by Gionni Di Gravio, Archives Rare Books & Special Collections,
Auchmuty Library, University of Newcastle. March 2005



o boriemes at Jelington Valley, for the ¥Year
Report of the Mission to lhe P

1837.

i i i a1 Report. are happy to state
The Missionaries in presenting this theit ffth Aunual Report, are happ)

al Natives are gradually becoming

viey
RS R4S TN K1)

g Ty Alid
that their prospeets ol success Wnongst the AvDTS

R Lo s et vear 1 vpespective
brichter, and that the progress made by the Natves during the past year in the res
> ’ = .

departments of Instruction—civilization, &e., afford abuudant encouragement for perse-

yerance.

On the Reverend James Guuther's arrival at Wellingron Valley in August 1837, to as-
sist in the Mission at that station, he was agrecably surprised to find that the Aborigina
Natives in connexion with the Mission, had wade greater improvement, and «fforded
more encouragement for Missionary labour among them, than lie bad been led to expect
from the opinion generally formed in the Colony, in reference to the state add prospects
of the Wellington Valley Mission.  The chitdren, by being constantly in the house, and
under the more immediate notice of the Missionaries, have made wach more improve-
ment, in reading, in the attainment of religivus knowledge, &c., than others; who

although nnder daily fnstraction, wsually sleep at the Cawp. Six Children bave been

added to the Mission family during the past vear, given by their puarents wild [rom the

Bush, three of whom averaging abeut seven vears of age, have in the course of nine
months become able to reard the Holy Seriptares, as well as the book ol Commnion

Prayer, and to find the Lessons, Psulms, Hymns, &c. The order and  regulariiy
with  which they respond—their singing, and indeed their whole behaviour at Divine
Servi . . S Yoast . teroat) . ) S 0
Serviee, presents a most pleasing and inferesting spectacle, especially when  con-
trasted with theiv carly wild heathen habits, It is a circnmstance as pleasing as it is
L aSiil b L i‘:; R R 3
remarkable, that all the children tavght to read at the Mission House, ure much attached
ache
to Buoks, consider it ascvere punishment *priv i
: asevere punishment to be deprived of them, and csteem the
present of a new one beyond almost any thing ely “hi i i
} | \ any thing else.  While they are learuing the alpha-
et and to spell, they fee intere the work of i
. pell, they feel no interest, and the work of Instruction is tedious to both
cacher and Pupil ; but wheno they hav
H : 0 they have overcome ie preliminary difR i
e | yh me these Pienmnary difficulties, and are
i ] ad s0 as to voderstand, theie attention be

; ad s comes excited, they begin to feel a
pieasure in the employment, and appear to be never wearied with it.  The Aboriginal
. - ' ' : . '
Natives are indeed capable of attaining to the knowledwe of any thing o ther o
. 2 ge i r o -1 e b
be instructed.  Several respectable gentienmen wi D ey e
g I who have at various times visited the

teation and surprise at what §

Tautay
H1i351011,

have cxpressed their gratif Iready 1
. as already heen efiected

amongst
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MUongs icathen Children. During the year some of the Boys left for the pur
pose of beinginitiated into the civele of young men, not willingly, bat compelled by their
clderly friends; however all of them except two have returned, and those are daily
expected. The number of Aboriginal Natives, that iave during the year vegularly and
occastonally been taught to read, has been from thirty to fifty. Had the Missionaries
been able to devote more of their time to them, more would have attended, and those
who have been under instruction would bave made greater proficiency in reading and in

the attainment of Scriptural Knowledge.

There is perhaps amongst no Aboriginal Females a more general willingness to be
instructed, thao is found amongst these, and it is a most affecting circumstance, that on
account of the incfficicncy of the means forthcoming for the sapport of the Mission, a
more eligible system, than the present one, could not hitherto be adopted for bringing
them into a closer, and more intimate eonpexion with the female members of the Mission,
by whose constant care and instruction, under the Divine blessing, theve is no doubt they
would become faithlul wives, tender mothers, and useful members of society. It is bow-
ever a lamentable fact that those who are under instruction, but sleep at the Camp, can
scarcely go a short distauce to fish, &, without beivg drawn into cvil by Europeans,
who sometimes prevail on them to accompany them to their huts and to remain with

them for the night; the following day the females have been so ashamed as on that ac--

count to absent thewsclves from the means aud place of instruction,

From twenty 1o thirty Nutives generally uttend morning Family Worship in English,
the camp being too remote for them to attend in the evening regularly, though several
of them frequently do. They buave also a daily service in theiv own language, in the
Church, at which from twenty to thirty usually attend.  On Sabbath scrvices both in
Englisli, and in their own language, oceasionally from fifty to sixty Lave attended.
Many of themn profess to believe the Seriptural traths in which they are instructed :
acknowledge the wickedness of their hearts anpd lives, and express a desire to become
better ; but althoagh there is reason to believe that the instruction given has produced
in some a moral reformation, as yet no decided change bas appeared in any of them

that urc sow living.

There is an increasing attachment to the Missionaries evident in the Natives, and a

greater willingness Lo leave their children at the Mission House than was formerly the

case with them.

" o Ao yoeie o - ttain th rittan [ anona f Ahn.

Per haps 0o SCe of mecn in their attempts to attain the unwrittegp LAUEUAZTS O1 400~
riginag

Tigints
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) . t ose expericnced by the Missi
siwines have had difficultics to encounfer greater than t v ’ the

5 Wellington Valleg. The broken English which the Natives have acquived ; their
arics et Wellingt '

' ; a¢
frequent usc of Barbarisms which bave no r N
above all their extreme unwillingness to teach their own language,

lical signification ; the rapidity with which

o T nd
:j:;czle{ niminmcnt of it long and tedious. But as no extensive good counld 1t)e ex-
pected to result from jnstruction unless commm?icntcd to thcnlw through .thc medium (?f
their own language, the Missionary has ever considered the nttammont‘af it as one of his
first and most imporiaut duiics, and to which hc has endeavoured to devoie as much of
his time and attention as his circumstances would allow.  Aceordingly there have been
during the past year, including the revision of former attempts, translated into the Abori-
ginal Language, the first nine chapters of the Book of Genises: the whole of St. Joha's
Gospel : the nine first chapters of the Acts of the Apostles, and most of the Liturgy of the
Church of England. A portion of these translations is regularly read with the natives in
Divine Service, and which they all profess to understand, Dut it is not to be supnoch
that a perfect know! edge of the idiom and construction of this very peenliar Language
las been alrcady acquired ; to effect this very importans point, the Missionarics must be
free of all other engagements, and spend much of their time in the company of the

Natives ; because it is only by close observation and study that it can be attained.

Jo the month of November, the Rev. W, Watson took a Journey of about two

hundred miles amongst the Aboriginal Natives, but as the Rev. J, Guntber has not yet

v 3y

been a sufficient time at Wellington to have acquired a kuowledge of the Languege, and

as there are generally so many Natives on the Mission, it is not deemed pradent at

W

present to take any cxtensive journies in the Bush; althcugh for the benefit of the
wandering Natives, and the distant Tribes, they feel it to be very desirable that one of
them should be always itincrating.

During the past year, many of the Natives have |

departments of labour, as Threshing,

water with the Dray,

seen uscfully employed in various

Tending Sheep, and Cattle, fetching wood and
Plonghing, W orking in the Garden, &e.

more than twenty were employed in Reaping, Leading, Stacking, &e
, &e.

In the harvest scason

There are generally on the

Mission not fewer than f
and occasionally

upwards of o hundred Aboriginal
selves, and to vesi

fty or sixty, frequently cighty,
Natives. A disposition to locate
ies, is becoming prevalent among them;
18 two substantial Huts for themcehcq e

cooking and sitting in.  One e of th
5 and the other ty

- several are engaged ip buildin

s!eepmg room, and a room fo,
seven feet by ¢,

ach containing a

= 1 L
vwelye
enty-five feet by twelve without the chimmnies,

which
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whith ave crected outside the Duildings, The cutting the wood, splitling the slabs, andt
the whole crection of them, is doue by themselves, except a little assistance in ﬁxing":

the roof. Other Natives have prowmised and are expected to follow their cxnmp}e.tv

Several are disposed to cultivate the ground for the purpose of sowing wheat. Hitherto>

the suceess of the Missien bas been mueh retarded by the want of pious scrvants, and
proper persons to teach the Natives, useful arts, direct and cucourage them in their:
work, &c. The Missionaries-having the sole management of secular affair vell as thoir.
Missionary dutics, bave not tinze to devote to leading the Natives forward in civilization:
as is required.  But s arvangements are heing mude for relieving the Missionaries of:
the burden of secular matters, which has hitherto been so oppressive, they will be:
cnabled to devote themselves entirely to the Natives, and then the friends and adrocates:
of the Mission will see a prospect of success opening before them, which it is hoped:
will be realised to their gratification, in' the moral and spivitoal Improvement . ol the:
Aboriginal Natives, who require only to be under proper direction and management,
us well as jnstruction, to prove that they are;, in their capabilities, but tlittle; 9f at - all

inferior to the Aboriginal Natives of the Neighbouring Islands, o -

GEXNERAL REMARKGS

For upwards of two vears, all the provisious required fur the Missionary Establish-
ment bad to be purchased, which rendered the expenditure very high. It hence became
evident that YWheat must be raised, and some live Stock kept on the Mission Land; but
as all the Implemeuts of Husbandry and other Articles requisite for the Establishment,
had been purchased out of the aunuity of £500, it was sometime before means could be
epared to procure any live Stock likely to be of Service to the Mission. As the number
of Natives desirous of locating with the Missionaries, is gradually increasing, the demand
for Provisions, Clothing, &c., is becoming  proportionably greater, and it is questionable
whether the Sheep and Cattle belonging to the Mission will be found sulficient to auswer

the supply required.  The daily issuc of Meat to the Aborigines for the last four months

has been one hundred pounds, besides Wheat and other articles.

Had the Missionaries to labour among the Aborigines, apart from the influence of

such a Luropean population, as is cvery where in the Interior planted among them, or

. S .. na . R TEPI VS St scpsesd svhen they
had the Aboriginal Natives thosc resources WiiCh Hi=y | et L)
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le proprictors of the soil, the Mission would have fuw difficultics to encounter, and
sule propric . R LT

h L expenditure would be comparatively trifling. But it 1s a weil knoww fact,
the annusl expe 3

tha vaerey 1)(, ké G C C ) * ﬂ} resouln S
ayr . S l av el }()C itte or any l 12th O “ iy 1C natar 2 S i
an jave bee (] f er “ 1 me t t
h t! ¥ h rever EUI‘O S J Ce

: i & 8 G SC ])UUSCICSS 1\’&11(](3]0(‘9
el S ( arc i t mcasul t ‘ﬁ . h( §] ”
01 the Ab()l"lgl“c: f()l‘ fOOd arcin a glcu casure cut ¢ C( CSs

are seldom found living in the Bu !
arg sCid R A . LTI % N . - 13
diate nc]ghb()ul'h()()d of Luropcans. T'he Dialecet spoken b} the

ish, except when on a fighting cxpedition, &ec., but

. - i he imme
generally in t . . Pt of . ]
ellington Valley, is spoken by Natives over a Tract of SIS

o] v -

Aborigines at W - o
than 200 miles by 150 miles. The Natives scattered vver this wide range, constitute the
spiritual charge of the Missionaries at Wellington Valley.  Mingling with these Nuatives
there are pechaps not fewer than two thousand Luropeans.  LEvery Overseer must know,
and few Gentlemen, who either live on their Lstablishments in the Iuterior, or occasionally
visit them so situated, cannot but know, how very generally the Furopeans take the
Native Females into their places of abode, and make them the partners of their vicious
conduct. To what indeed but to such a system of intquity, and to the, it is believed,
frequent murders of half cast infants, is to be attributed the gradual diminution of the
Aborigines, wherever Europeans have become located.  To counteract this widely spread-
ing evil and ruin to the Aborigines—to stem this swelling torrent of iniguity—only two
Missionaries are employed, and a sum not exceeding four hurdred and thirty pounds forth-
coming to cover the whole annual expenditure of the Mission. Thus, notwithstanding
the strictest economy is observed in the management of the secular affairs, the energies of
the Missionaries are cramped, and the object of the Mission retarded. The following
statement will show that the annuity is not lavished on the Labourers of the Mission,

Annual Salary to an Ordained Clergyman £40.

Ditto to his wife £9

.

With a weeldy ration as follows ;—

Wheat.  Beef. Tea. Sugar.  Soap.
. 14 ibs, 8 lbs. 2 oz, 1 10. 4 ez.
To Wife of ditto veveas.. 10 Ibs, 6 lbs. 2 oz. 11b. 4 oz.

may want from Syduney, constitute
what is contributed to the support of the Missionaries at Wellington Valley.

To an Ordained Clergyman ..

gy T bl

This with the free carriage of auy articles they
the whole of

The Aboriginal Females being so genceral

ly drawn, or compelled to live with immoral
Europeans, by w

h s 3 ., g . a
om they are encouraged in sin and wickedness, and rendered more im-

pervious to i0us ing ]

pervious 104s instruction when they hear it from the
highly desirable to afforq an asylum and
injared Females, on

relig .. )
Misssionary, it becomes

support, for so many of these wretched and

th iss) T .
¢ Mlssm"; as may be willing to remain under instroction witl

W Eho

Missionaries. and +o -1 . ) the
Ties, and to allow ¢ ) . ]

hem the like comforts as they reccive from Eursueans while

T T they
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they are P R , .
Y are the vietims of their ficentious passions. By this means 1 s of
Aboriginal Fe - . . :
nginal Females would be preserved from disease and premature death : would

beco ofor haracters. : . ; ]
me reformed characters, and, under the Divine blessing, sincere Christians.

On the Missionary Establishment it has long been necessary for arrangements to be
made, for accommodating all the Aboriginal Females that are under instruction, especially
those who are left with the Missionaries, by their husbands when they go into the Bush.
Hitherto because there was no accommodation at the Mission House, they have slept at
the Native Camp, where they are nightly sought out by Europeans for illicit purposes ;
to prevent which the Missionary has frequently to remain near the Camp the most of

the night, or at miduight to rise from his bed and proceed thither.

It must appear clearly to all, who scriously consider it, that therc is nothing
but Missionary effort to save these wretchedly corrupted Natives from becoming extinet ;
but Missionary effort if duly supported and properly dirceted is capable of doing this,
and more ; it will under the Divine blessing raise them to a level with civilized nations,

and_clevate them to the standard and cnjoyment of true believers in Jesus Christ.

These gencral remarks, the Missionaries have thought it their duty to make for the
information of the Christiun Public of New South Wales, who scem to have been most
seriously misled in their opinion as it regards the Wellingtou Valley Mission, both in
reference to the efficiency of the meaus of supporting it, and as to the probability of its
saccess.

WILLIAM  WATSON,
JAMLES GUNTHER,

Missionaries,
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ABORIGINES
Report of the Mission to the Aborigines at Lake Macquarie, New South Wales.

TO THE HONORABLE
THE COLONIAL SECRATRY, &C. &C. &C.

EBENEZER, LAKE MACQUARIE, NEW SOUTH WALES.
December 30, 1837,

SIR,

The period having arrived in which | am directed by the Right Honorable the
Secretary of State for the Colonial Department annually to report progress, it would
afford me greater pleasure could a more favorable statement be presented,
consistently with truth, respecting the Aborigines than the one now submitted for the
year 1837.

The disappearance of so many of the Blacks latterly in this District, induced me to
address a letter to His Excellency the Governor stating the circumstance, and
requesting the loan of the official returns of the Black Natives throughout the Colony,
for the years 1835, 1836, and 1337, in order to ascertain whether the decrease was
merely local or general, and then to consider if better measures could be devised, than
those at present adopted, to make more effective my employment amongst the
Aborigines. Two modes of proceeding presented themselves, namely; to remove to a
more populous part of the Colony, as respects the Blacks ; or, to alter my original plan
of proceedings, on which | have hitherto acted, to suit the exigencies of the Mission.
His Excellency was pleased to favour me with the Official Documents from which a
tolerably correct general return of the Aborigines within the four Divisions of the
Colony has been compiled, and is attached to this Report. It appears clearly from the
Returns, that the decrease of the Black Population is not local and temporary, but,
general and annual. The returns shew that the greatest portion of the Aborigines is
found in this North and North-west District of the Colony, the majority being within
my sphere of action, whilst their language differs not materially from the Dialect in
which | have made some progress. Such being the case, it seemed preferable not to
remove, but rather to suspend the translating for the present, and endeavour to render
available to the Natives the works which are finished, and have been mentioned in last
year’s report.

It

Digitised and Transcribed by Gionni Di Gravio, Archives Rare Books & Special Collections,
Auchmuty Library, University of Newcastle. March 2005



2

It would be very gratifying to possess printed copies of the Four Gospels, and the Acts
as originally contemplated, previous to any attempt at oral instruction being
extensively made; but the unexpected decrease of the Blacks, and the conviction that a
further advance in the knowledge of their tongue will improve the translation,
reconcile to the post-ponement of an application to “The British and Foreign Bible
Society” for aid to print, until some future period, when it may be found necessary to
furnish the objects of our attention with the inspired Epistles, which are “The
Commandments of the Lord,” and the sole rule of life for our conduct. Having
therefore, deliberately considered the peculiar state of affairs, the only course that
appears suitable to the pressing occasion is, for me “To do the work of an Evangelist’’
in visiting the neighbouring districts during the ensuing year, and endeavour to meet
at stated periods, or, as occasion serves, the various Tribes at Port Stephen and its
vicinities, the returns of which contain about 500 Blacks; Hunter’s River and its
Dependencies, having about 300; and other contiguous Tribes consisting of about 200
more, with whose dialect | am acquainted and orally teach them ** The first Principles
of the Oracles of God.”” The dialect of the Tribes to the Southward, being different to
those of the Northward, the Southern district is not contemplated in the present
itinerant arrangement. A circumstance occurred recently which induces me to hope
that the attempt may not prove vain in their behalf. At all events no possible loss of
time or labour can arise, should disappointments ensue on the part of the Aborigines,
but good may result, situated as we are amongst so many of our own countrymen who
do not refuse to have dispensed unto them and their dependents, “The words of Life.”
An unforeseen event occasioned my visiting Maitland last month, and being requested
to teach at Morpeth, | subsequently met at Hinton, the junction of the Hunter River
and Paterson, a small Tribe of Blacks, who exhibited much surprise at being
addressed in their own tongue. After a number of conjectures, they concluded that the
speaker must be the person whom M’Gill the Aborigine had spoken, and they
appeared to be apprised of the nature of my pursuits. After some conversation they
were requested to attend again at the same place on the next full Moon, to hear of
“The Chief of Chiefs” whose dwelling is in Heaven.” Whether the refusal to accede to
their solicitation for money to drink may prevent the fulfilment of their promise to
assemble, the event must determine. | trust also to be enabled to visit Port Stephen,
and surrounding districts early in the next year to make if possible similar
arrangements with other tribes; could my Aboriginal assistant be induced to act with
propriety, and accompany me in such efforts, the result might be more pleasing, but,
like Brainard’s in America, my most useful Aborigine is the most intemperate in
drink. Years of painfully close application have been sacrificed to the injury of my
sight and health, in endeavouring to acquire a knowledge of the Native language, with
a view ultimately

Ultimately
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of pursuing the same course, which at this juncture it becomes necessary immediately
to adopt, to save if possible the feeble remains of the Native Tribes. The numerous
disappointments, and pecuniary losses to my family arising from the peculiar nature
of my employment during the period necessary to be spent in qualifying for such
engagements, have also severely exercised my mind: Even now, we can only
endeavour “In patience to possess our souls,” and hope almost against hope that “In
due season we shall reap if we faint not.”” The present decreasing state of the
Aborigines, whilst it urges promptness in our measures, presents a far from pleasing
prospect for Missionary enterprise, their speedy annihilation being certain, unless it
please God quickly to accompany with the influence of his Holy Spirit the means used
of his own appointment to save them. But how shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

During this year one case on has arisen for Trial in the Supreme Court) the which

| attended as interpreter, “Wombarty” an Aborigine, belonging to the Interior, near
Port Macquarie, was charged with being concerned in the murder of four Europeans.
The Court humanely appointed Counsel for the prisoner, and | visited the culprit in
goal to ascertain his defence. The dialect spoken by him being different, I could only
elicit through the means of my assistant Black, M’Gill, and he communicated partly
through another Black belonging to Port Macquarie, who was under confinement at
the time. It appeared from his disclosure that the murder was committed by a strange
Tribe which he named, he looking on, in revenge, for two Blacks who were confined
in a Lock up house, charged with spearing and slaughtering cattle; that the Tribes
were collecting for the purpose of further retaliation on the Whites, but, that he, only
partook of the spoil. His Excellency the Governor was immediately apprised of the
movements likely to take place in that District, that means might he adopted to secure
the lives of the unprotected. We thus ascertained the committal of a dreadful murder
by parties named, elicited the occasion of such a murder, amid discovered designs for
further atrocites; but, when time same means of interpreting were tendered in open
Court, the Black could not be sworn with myself as assistant interpreter, and
ultimately the prisoner was discharged. Thus that just and equitable principle which
declares that ““The Aborigines are subject to and under the protection of British
Law,”” becomes a mere Legal Fiction, in consequence of means not being duly
provided to meet the case, and afford Legal protection to its subjects in its own
Courts; amid thus time strictness of the administration of the Law becomes the height
of injustice to all. It cannot be denied that our circumstances, is a Civilized People in
connection with these Aboriginal Barbarians were never contemplated by the British
Constitution but, it remains to be ascertained, whether this

Age
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Age of Intellect will provide a suitable remedy in some specific enactment, or, suffer
year after year, the Aborigines to be frittered away from the Land by Private
vengeance for injuries publicly sustained; which injuries the Executive at present
cannot punish but by the horrors of Martial Law! Surely it is a matter worthy the
prompt attention of Legislators belonging to a professed Christian Nation, lest there
be found “Those who shed innocent blood,” and our “Heavens become brass, and our
Earth iron, and the rain of our land be made powder and dust,” through the voice of a
Brother’s blood crying aloud for vengeance unto God. The very weakness of the
Blacks, forms to noble minds, the strongest appeal to Justice, nor should Equity forget
the price of the Land of their birth which fills the coffers of our Exchequer with Gold,
exalts Britain amongst the nations, and establishes her Colonies in the destruction of
the Native Inhabitants thereof, and thus presents a powerful claim to the tender
sympathies of our Christian Charities; whilst the certainty of Legal punishment to the
guilty, would save the innocent, “Be a terror to evil doers,” and ultimately prevent the
increase of crime. Under present circumstances the guilty escape, and human justice
can only announce the Law as it exists, which bars the door of Equity against the
Blacks, and leaves them to public vengeance, or, to the private revenge of injured
Europeans, which steady to its purpose, will surely, secretly, and speedily annihilate
the Aborigines from the face of this land.

Generally speaking, however, there is a kindly feeling, a friendly disposition,
manifested towards the Blacks by the Colonists, and many of the out-stations prove
places of refuge in cases of danger, whilst other stations are dreaded on account of the
alleged barbarity and violence inflicted on the Aborigines. A Black refused to conduct
a European to one of such suspected stations, stating that he might be shot, as many of
his countrymen had been, without any provocation on their parts. But aggressions of
the most irritating nature have been committed by the Blacks in the Interior, in
destroying cattle, and in the destruction of Human Life, and a severe retribution has
been made. But, the mode of surrounding a herd of cattle, the slaughtering of the
beasts, the preserving of the flesh by smoke, and the plaiting of whips from the hides,
were the lessons of a convict stockman; and under such tutors, so numerously
scattered amongst the Tribes in the Interior, it is not marvellous that they become
adept pupils in such arts. Upwards of eighty were shot in retaliation for this affair.

In accounting for the very great decrease in the Black Population, it unhappily occurs
that the very means used by many to express their kindly feeling towards the
Aborigines, tends to their destruction, namely supplying their wants with ardent
spirits, as the wages most acceptable for any little service which they are often
required to perform. Thus a thirst is created for more; they are then urged on to
maddening intoxication,

The
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the besetting sin of this Colony, too often to the loss of Human Life. A determination,
from the formation of this Mission, not to adopt the prevalent practice, may be
assigned as a potent reason why the Missionary Establishment is least likely to
become the favourite resort of the misguided Aborigines in their Pagan state - Divine
authority forbidding to “Do evil, that good may come.” The mortifying circumstance
of the frequent desertion of the few Aborigines left alive, from this station, must be
borne with patience, in the exercise of just and conscientious principles. We are not
responsible for the means we employ — we are not for success. Another cause of
decrease amongst the Tribes may be traced to the swelling tide of Emigration which
has universally swallowed up the petty streams of Barbarism, and the Aborigines have
generally been either driven back to the Forests by force of arms, or, have become
amalgamated with the overpowering people who thus “Multiply, Replenish, and
Subdue the Earth.” In this Colony, local circumstances have occasioned the total
destruction of the Blacks within its limits to be less rapid but, not more ultimately
certain than when martial force has been employed. The un- matrimonial state of the
thousands of Male prisoners scattered throughout the country amidst females, though
of another colour, leads them by force, fraud, or, bribery, to withdraw the Aboriginal
women from their own proper mates, and disease and death are the usual
consequences of such proceedings. The official return from one district gives only two
women to twenty-eight men, two boys, but no Girls! The continued ill-treatment and
frequent slaughter of the Black women can only be deplored, perhaps without remedy.
One Black of the number sentenced to work in irons at Goat Island, had previously
shot several females and chopped in pieces others with his tomahawk. On his return
from confinement he joined his Tribe , sat with them around a fire in the Bush, seized
a woman, was about to despatch her, when a Black started up and cleft his skull with
a hatchet, whilst another was buried in his heart. Frequently have | noticed in the
retributions which have taken place amongst the Aborigines the fulfilment of that
Divine decree which declares: “Your blood of your lives will | require, at the hand of
every man’s Brother will I require the life of Man.” Of the surviving culprits it is
pleasing, and not irrelative, to state, that no depredations have been committed by
them on Europeans since their release from irons in Goat Island, for which release
they are indebted to the humane consideration of His Excellency the Governor Sir
Richard Bourke. The severity of their punishment, which necessity required, was such
to them that several died whilst under confinement on the Island.

The last, but not the least, cause to mention, as occasioning the rapid diminution of
the Aborigines of this Territory, is far above the controul of Mortal Man, and not
confined to the limits of the Colony. He who “Increaseth the nation,”” or, “Destroys
that

there
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there shall be no Inhabitant,”” has visited the Land; and the Measles, the Hooping
cough, and the Influenza, have stretched the Black victims in hundreds on the earth, in
some places, scarcely a Tribe can be found. Of one large Tribe in the Interior, four
years since, there were 164 persons, there are now only three individuals alive! Many
sufferered from the ire of Human vengeance, for alleged acts of aggression, but, the
most died by the act of God. At our former residence on the Lake, upwards of Sixty
Blacks lie mouldering into dust, of whom many were destroyed by the effects of
licentiousness, but, more by the epidemic of the time.

The Providence of God having hitherto sustained us amidst many discouragements,
through Evil report and Good report, in humble, but firm, dependence on his opening
a door of usefulness, and a small remnant of the Aborigines being yet preserved, to
whom the glad tidings of good things may be reported, we can only hope, “That a
little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation,” and that, “The
Lord will hasten it in due season.”

Having thus endeavoured faithfully to report the affairs of the Mission to the
Aborigines, and stated the plan of operations for the ensuing year, which the present
exigencies require in order to carry into effect the benevolent intentions of the British
Government towards the Blacks; it is, with the highest assurance of respect, hoped,
that the abject state of’ the decreasing Aborigines of the Colonies may not be
forgotten in the considerations and gracious sympathies of Her Majesty the Queen,
whose reign, may the Almighty God, prolong, bless, protect, and govern to the
happiness of the nation, and her own Royal Person, to the Glory of God, and to the
peace and good will of All

I have the honor to subscribe myself,
Your most Obedient Humble Servant,

LANCELOT EDWARD THRELKELD
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